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From the Black Dwarf in Warwick Gaol, to 
Major Cartwright. 
oN THE “ COMING” oF THE “S GENTLEMEN,” TO THE 
STANDARD OF REFORM. 














‘* Who trust to teuth, and reason, Jean on rocks, 
‘€ Proof to the surging waves, aud thunder-shocks.” 


Respected Sir, 

I cannot refrain from congratulating you, upon 
the proceedings of the late Meeting at the Crown and 
Anchor, on the fifteenth anniversary of the election of 

Sir Francis Burdett, as given in the papers of the 24th 
instant :—for as the oldest and most persevering labourer 
in the tield of Reform, it is but fair to attribute io your 
exertion, a great proportion of the rising harvest of this 
auspicious season. Why, Sir, when you and I, who re- 
member that, but two or three years since, scarcely a 
single Member of Parliament conld be prevailed upon by 
any entreaty to attend such a Meeting—when we re- 
member that Sir Francis Burdett could but barely find a 
‘econder in the honourable house of Commons, to some 


of his motions relative to Reform—and when we also re« 
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collect that an honourable Member, who is one of the 
best, if not the boldest, friend of public liberty, abso- 
lutely left the House, lest his conscience might compel 
him to give a vote which might endanger his seat—is it 
not absolutely astonishing, after all this, to find sixteen 
or seventeen Members of Parliament present at a dinner, 
with Sir Francis Burdett in the Chair, to celebrate the 
purity of election, and to declare for RADICAL Rrrorm! 
Nay, and to find other Members of Parliament apolo- 
gizing for their unavoidable absence at such a Meeting! 
This looks, indeed, as if * the gentlemen of England,” 
for whom an horourable baronet has a sort of intuitive 
predilection, were absolutely shaking off the torpor which 
has disgusted others with their conduct, and were about 
to shew that the predilection alluded to was not entirely 
founded in mere prejudice ! The “ GenTLEMEN” arecom- 
ing! Well, Sir, they have been long invited and dong 
wished for :—and it isto be hoped that they are notcoming 
to play the gentlemen labourers, as young gentlemen 
and ladies occasionally play at hay-making among the 
labouring rustics, to ‘* wile away an idle hour.” Dine 
ners, we know, are very tempting things; and good 
wine has a strange tendency to promote buoyant spirits, 
and to inspire a species of merry courage, Which, though 
extremely pleasant at the moment, has no reference to 
any practical exhibition of bodily, or mental prowess. 
We will not, however, suspect the gentlemen of having 
only met for the purpose of procuring tavern popularity ; 
but since they have come forward, we will give them full 
credit for all they have said, until they have an opporlu- 
nity of proving how far their declarations proceed from 
their determination. It must be remarked, Sir, that 
they have come to the people, and offered thei 
services. The people have not gone over to the side of 
moderate Reform. They have steadily, in defiance of 
dersecution, desertion, and reproach, adhered to theit 
pursuit of Rapicai Rerorm! At this very dinner, In 
the face of these recruits to the standard of Reform, the 
chairman icok occasion to repeat that his principles had 
undergone no change ; that his mind had never enter- 
tained any doubt, or hesitation, as to their justice, ho- 
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yesty, or propriety ; and if any mortal could pretend to 
pronounce anything with regard to his future conduct, 
he might venture to predict, ‘that those same principles 
would continue to influence his public conduct to the 
latest moment of his existence. The change, therefore 
is pot on his part, not on the part of those who have been 
the means of perpetuating this annual assembly ; but 
“ the gentlemen,” either convinced by the arguments of 
the Reformers, or the “* course of events,” have at last 
ventured lo express their conviction that the people are 
right, that Refor m is essential, and that they will en- 
deavour to assist in attaining it. We used to think it 
somewhat hard, to be told at such meetings of hundreds 
of ‘spirited individuals, that * nothing could be done un- 

‘tilthe gentlemen came forwar a; as if it were the 
fauit of those who were ready, that the gentlemen would 
not come: and could not sometimes help thinking, that 
an allempt to do — the oe entlemen would be the 
best mode of inducing them to offer their services. But 
since the gentlemen are really come, we cannot doubt 


that we shall profit by their assistance; that is, if they 


mean in reali ly fo exert themselves sy and do not come 


amongst us merely to ey iny their gentility. Sir 


Frencia Burdett, i perceive, has thrown off all his 


) 


lespair ; and considers the prospect of reform as “ far 
‘brighter, and more pro: nisin, than they had ever 
“been on any former oecasion ;” add ing “* tl iat | they had 
“never met at a period which bore more the appear- 
‘ance Of a POLITICAL CRISIS thaa the present moment; 
“as the procecding's whee sal ocr had atlength made 
“it apparent to the whole kingdom, that it was neces- 
“sary to have recourse rho that principle which would 
“make the House of C ommons, instead of being worse 


“thanamere shadoz.an ins! rrigneinidliia the hands of the peo- 
* ple for the CONTROUL of the executive government.”* 


Oe a ee wae 
» 


Mit. Catenin Micki cane wands 


ty Cantr ind tie peo” de. Vhat 


a 





isc OF COMMONS Glohl to ve ain’ 
tL Gees go>, &S certains H bat ih: she Says 
Proves that wt ought not to be elected by the por uple, hecause they 


ould not elect those who would controul them! Tyranny never 
lad a clearer definitivn 
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Now, Sir, though you and J, and a million of reformers 
besides, have been convinced of this frota the “ pro- 
ceedings of parliament,” for many years! aud needed 
not the evidence of its conduct this sessions, to encrease 
our conviction, it certainly has been useful to the cause 
of reform, that the rejection of the propositions made by 
Lord John Russell, bas “proved the Efuuse to be as 
aiverse to the slightest schemes of reform, “ that could 
“be proposed, as to those which were of a more come. 
°¢ prehensiveand effectual description .’--and the Baronet 
might have added. that the fate of those propositions de. 
monstrated that the FULL demands of the people would 
be as well received ir the Honourable House, would 
have a much gvreater tendency to concentrate the ene. 
mies of the friends of liberty without; and tend to 
produce that expression of the public voice, without 
which the voice of the “gentlemen” would be raised in 
vain. You and | cannot agree in the declaration, “ that 
“it isa new era in the history of the country, to hear 
a minister of the crown declare that corruption in the 
‘‘ representation of the people, was necessary to carry 
“on the governmentof thecountry ;” for, in eficct, every 
decision against reform,—every persecution of the re- 
formers,—every vile law which has been cnacted against 
the liberty of discussion, aad the right of public assem- 
bling to ciseuss public matters—every perversion of the 
spirit of the law by political judges—have been so many 
unblushing avowals that truth must be stifed to main- 
tain the co: ruplions o!a system of a falee representation ; 
and “all the culozgiums ever heard upon the Enzglis! 
“constitution,” are doubtless “ false, ridiculous, and 
* absurd,” when the practice is considered, and not the 
fanciful theories which have mislaid its thoughtless 
panevyrists : for, notwithstanding Mr. Locke declared 
that any a//empi to poiron the fountains o° liberty at 
“their source, was such an o!lence against the constilu- 
“tion, that @ ould justify the people in resorting [0 
“that lasi principle of tberiy—RtSISTANCE TO OP- 
‘C pre SSION:’—yet in his time those atlempis were 
frequen'tiy made with equal impuniiy and success: and 


€\ 
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in ours they have been matters of course, with any mi- 
nister, Or any Ovinion of a minister, who found public 
freedom in the way of personal or party interests. Lord 
Castlereagh in his avowal that he must hire political 
services, by no means gave=- 


«6 





To atry nothing 
A local habitation, and a name.” 

but merely clotned in words as loathsome asthe practices, 
the substantial system of corruption, which was as noto- 
rious in its operalious as the sun at noon day. Sir 
Francis could not present himself in the House on any 
important question, without having before his eyes a 
hundred living proofs of the impudent avowal of his 
Lordship, which was yel more true and common-place 
than impudent. And though we are indgpted to the 
Irish Secretary, for an av owal that corruption is a 
regular and necessary business, we were not in need 
of his avowal, to satisfy us of the fact. As far as 
he was concerned, it is some years since direct corruption 
was defended as too notorious for censure, and even too 
common for surprise. Yet there may be peopte in the 
nation who would not so readily believe in the existence 
of corrupt influence as upon Lord Castlereagh’s autho- 
rity; andto those his evideace must be conclusive. The 
great mischief of the system is its delusion ; and the ne- 
cessary tendency it has to make men hypocrites. Cor- 
ruption was always as great a favorite as it now is:— 
but in past times it was a meritricious prostitute, wooed 
only in the dark, by a set of specious scoundrels, who 
lurned up their eyes, affected piety, aad would even 
venture to take the sacrament in the day light. This 
viame bas been conquered in our enlightened days ; and 
dur statesmen blush not to take this their mistress about 

with them, and even carry her to the altar in their com- 
pany. The late Speaker, Abbott, who affected to be 
‘0 much startled at the traffic in seats, when it was dis- 
“tered, was as well aware of its existence at the mo- 
ment he affected to be startled by it, as the parties who 

Vere accused. It was a fine phrase, that ‘* our ances- 
8 Would have started with horror at such abuses,” 
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but Mr. Speaker Abbott could master his feelings, and 
look on them with great complacency ; though he though 
it became him to play the saint, when the diseovery 
was made! The public might have been deceived on 
these points ; and that is barely possible Supposing rea- 
son to bean essential attribute of humanity ; but to the 
eyes of Mr. Speaker, the corruptions must have been 
as palpable as his own features in a looking-glass, Hy 
could look to no department of the state, but where “ the 
“* same corruption and profligacy were conspicuous :”— 
and he must have been convinced, in the language of 
the Baronet, “ of one thing, which no plain man could pos- 
*¢ sibly misunderstane, and upon which notwo honest men 
‘* could possibly differ; namely that the corruption of the 
“* House of Commons had the effect of converting, what 
‘* svas intended by providence as a blessing, into a curse 
‘upon soceely.” The existing state of the country, 
and ail its dependancies, sufficiently prove this assertion ; 
for (continuing to quote Sir Francis) * if we look to 
“ our colonial system, the prospect is equally unsatisfac- 
§ tory. The state of Irland affords astill more striking 
«¢ instance cf ald the evils of misgovernment, accumu- 
“ lated to an almost intolerable extent. Upon all occa- 
“ sions, whether in their foreign or domestic policy, 
despotism was the ruling principle which influenced 
“ the conduct of the government. Why had they made 
“ no attempt to cultivate a commercial intercourse with 
“ South America? Why had they given no encourage- 
“ ment to the Greeks, now gloriously struggling for 1 
“¢ dependence? Why in the arrangements of Europe 
“had they overlooked unhappy Poland? And why 
“ was the still unhappier ftaly given to the hands of her 
‘¢ oppressors! Nothing but the mazntenance of despo- 
“ ¢isan, or the monarchical principle, as it Was termed, 
“could explain so absurd and mischievous a system a 
“ policy. ile had heard frequent allusions made ©! 
‘ Jate, and principally on a recent occasion al a eur 
“ sociely, (in presenting a French Ambassador) to the 
“ duty of upholding the monarchical principle, and chris 
“ tian virtue. Now of all places in the world, a literary 
‘institution was the least fit for advocating the monel- 
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‘ chical principle; unless what is called the republic of 
‘letters was to be converted into a monarchy. But it 
‘ appeared to him that there were no two things so in- 
“ consistent with each other, as the monarchical and 
“ the christzan principle. He begged leave to advert 
“ to the words of a great, able, and honest man, whom 
“ the Electors of Westminster, and the freemen of Eng- 
‘land would never forget, he alluded to Mr. John 
“ Horne Tooke, his words were, ‘ Monarchy we abhor ; 
“but Aingship we admit.’ Undoubtedly the constitu- 
“tion of England was no monarchy. What was the 
“principle of a monarchy? In the language of the 
“ poet it was that which— 

*¢¢ Taught worlds enslaved and realms undone, ' 

'‘* The enormous faith of many made for one.’ ” 
‘¢ Such was not the principle of the English Constitution ; 
“ much less was it the principle of Christianity, which 
was opposed to the pride of monarchy, by its humility 
* and allits other characteristics. The great teacher of 
Christianity sacrificed himself for the good of man- 
kind; but when were monarchical doctrines ever 
known to inculcate the virtue of personal sacrifices 
“ for the benefit of the community? Nothing, therefore, 
* appeared more absurd than to assimilate the princi- 

“‘ ples of monarchy to that of Christiamtty and the Eng- 

lish Constitution.” | 

These, Sir, are sentiments which should be placed on 
record; and yet, though we are pleased to meet with 
such sensible and honest remarks any where, they would 
have been so mueh more in place, and so much the more 
effectual, had they been delivered in the House of Com- 
mons, in reply to the monarchical nonsense of Mr. 
Canning, on Lord John Russell’s motion for reform, that 
one cannot help regretting the silence of the worthy 

Baronet on that occasion. To utter them elsewhere is 
lo shoot precisely at the place where a rogue stood, but 
to wait untill he had decamped before you fired at all. 
Mr. Canning contended broadly and boldly that the 
English Constitution was meant to create a despolism— 
that the people were justly and legally excluded from 
the election of their representatives—and that to restore 
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their rights would be to subvert the Constitution ! Why 
he was not answered is a question that remains without 
revly. ‘The time is now past for replying to the adyen- 
turer ; but with so many members of parliament to ap- 
prove these sentiments at a taverns we may hope they 
will shortly be carried into the House of Commons, and 
insisted upon with an earnestness proportioned to their 
Importance. 

Lord Ebrington was the first recruit to the standard of 
reform who was introduced to the meeting :—and as he 
apologized for having supported the Whe candidate, 
against the reformer, Mr. Hobhouse, we may calculate 
upon his having abandoned all the peculiar interests of 
the party ; and as being willing to identify himself with 
the public cause. He made some excellent remarks on 
the utility of public meetings; whieh have been late! 
discouraged by the idea that no good could be effected 
by petitioning parliament. But, as the noble Lord re- 
marked, “ the good they do is incalculable.” They fan 
the flame of liberty where it exists—they kiudle it 
where it has never burnt before—they force men to con- 
sider, and thus induce habits of thoug!t and reflection 
upon matters which “* come home to every man’s busi- 
“ ness and bosom ;”—and they enable men to judge cor- 
rectly when they are called upon to decide. If they dic 
produce no good in the House of Commons, they would 
still be most valuable, from Use effect they produce else- 
where ; but they do much good even in that house. The 
great object of the usurpers of public rights is to 
lull the public asleep. Public meetingsand petitions are 
symptoms that the people are awake; and I trust, with 
Lord Ebrington, that the people will persevere, and send 
‘“‘ ten times as many petitions to the iable of the House 
‘Sof Commons next year.” ‘The dread of the people, 
created by what was called the “ radical clamour,” has 
scared the ministry from the patronage of future corn- 
bills’ The dread of the people has driven the ministry 
from their expressed determination not to reduce taxa- 
éion—and compelled them, after their declaration that 
to diminish the taxes would be to counteract the dispen- 
entions of Providence, to make a reduction of four mil- 
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lions, merely to guéet the people, and to induce them to 
pause in their demands for ecovomy and reform. These 
matiers show that what the people aiéd do, they can do. 
Oppression is strong; but the nation is stronger :—and 
if it will have reform, there is no power that can pre- 
vent it. 

Mr. Hobhouse made some observations, which also 
would only have been more acceptable, in reply to the 
rhodomontade of Mr. Canning ¢ the House of Commons. 
[should have been delighted with seeing how the cele- 
brated jester would have replied to the following re- 
marks, upon that wonder and envy of the world, the 
boroughmonger’s constitution. Mr. Hobhouse says :— 
“A sort of magical influence is generally attributed to 
“our great and glorious constitution, as it is called; but 
“itis strange that while De Lolme and Blackstune, and 
; many foreigners represented us as the happiest people 
‘in the world. we did not seem to be aware of it 
“ourselves, The situation in which we were with 
: respeet to this great and glorious constitution of ours, 
” Teminded him of ap expression used by the Lord Mayor 
’ of London, at the time of the riotsin 1780. Beingask- 
: ed by Lord North why he did not call upon the posse 
, Comdtatus, he answered, I would have done so: butdeuce 
; take the fellow, I don’t know where he lives! In the 
‘ — Way, he would wish to place his dependence on 
és ¢ glorious constitution, but Ae did not know where 
‘ 0 find ult It was true that he heard of the liberty of the 
,, press being like the air we breathe, and without which 
Ph die ; but the liberty of the press, accompanied by 
: Lord Sidmouth’s circular, (and the late acts) was no 
reat things, he must own. Again, he had heard a 
4 A deal about trial by jury; but there was some- 
« llng like a special jury, picked out of the Gumea man, 
‘ TI they were familiarly called, or out of the Pitt Club. 
; he only thing that now could remind usof this invalua- 
le right, was the inscription upon Lord Erskine’s coach 
, Where it couldcontinue asa reproach to us, if something 
., Vere not done to restore its purity. Yet withallthis we 

Were told iv language resembling that ofthe poet. That 
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“© were” too happy, if our happiness we knew. “ “Byey 
“that great life and property preserver, that insurance 
“¢ office, that third estate and happy balance of the con- 
‘‘ stitution, our own dear darling house of Commons was 
‘¢ liable to still greater abuses. And yet Madain de Stael 
‘‘ another writer on the English constitution had asked 
‘¢ with a triumphant air, in 1815, whether it was possible 
‘¢ that any person could believe an English member of 
‘¢ Parliament capable of receiving money for his yote? 
‘“‘ while it happened very curiously about this time, that 
“ Lord Castlereagh was concerned in selling places in 
“ India for votes in thathouse. He might say of the 
‘“‘ constitution, therefore what was said of farlequin’s 
‘ horse, whom he extel'ed— 


*¢ Ag cood in field in road, in course, 
One fault he had— 1 fauit indeed--- 
And wha' was ihat ?~—the horse was dead 


y>9 


Though the Reformers trust the freedom of the coun- 
try is “‘ not dead, but sleeping,” it must be confessed tha- 
the appearances of death and sleep are sufficiently 
similar to warrant these observations. We are indebted 
also for a more serious, and equally applicable remark— 
‘ that the reason why the government was still so 
“ strony was thatthe people still look up to those above 
“them with too much confidence.” This is true, and 
it may be in part accounted for by the fate of those who 
have endeavoured to teach the people to have confidence 
in themselves ; but we hope the “ gentlemen” who have 
now come forward to perform this duty will enable the 
people to establish a full confidence in the public strength. 
When this is done, the rest will be easy enough. 

Lord Nugent has on several occasions shewn that he 
does not /ike the trammels of the boroughmongers ; and 
on the present I perceive he is reported as contending 
for the necessity of a “COMPLETE REFORM.” 
This is all we want: and if there is any horrible antici- 
pation of unknown mischief connected with the words 
RADICAL REFORM—we shall not quarrel with the sub- 
stitution of the words coi plete, and effectual reform ;— 
only let us have a comnlete, and -” ‘ual reform; and 
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it will be radical enough for us. [tis truly gratifying to 
perceive that the namby-pamby phrase ‘* moderate 
“ reform,” is completely abandoned on all sides, and by 
all parties. | We have now some prospect of coming to 
an understanding among ourselves. A FULL repre- 
sentation of the people, and a complete reform, are 
phrases that define themseives; and those who affect to 
use them, and yet refuse to be bound by the plain mean- 
ing of the terms, betray their own duplicity. 

Mr. Bennett and Mr. Hutchinson, with Sir Robert 
Wilson, and Aldermen Wood and Waithman, are old 
advocates in the school of reform; and it is not likely 
they would abandon it when,as Mr. Hutchinson observed, 
it** has become the fashion!” But I have to congratu- 
late you on the accession of an individual, who has never 
before presented himself in tae ranks of the reformers ; 
and whose previous demonstrations in its favour, had 
been somewhat obscured by a most unlucky coincidence 
in some of the views of Lord Castlereagh :—for evil com- 
munications corrupt good manners, any agreement with 
such a personage must be suspicious: and one would 
not like to be in the society of a doubtful character, 
though it might be accidental, and upon the most honest 
errand in the world. It is no less a personage than Mr. 
Ricardo, whose knowledge ef the financial part of poli- 
tical economy has attracted a large share of the atten- 
tion of the ** respectable part of the community,” though 
the subject, and the mode of its treatment, are of much 
too abstract a nature for the “ million’ It may pro- 
bably be said with truth, that his theories would be cor- 
rect, if they were to be applied to a correct system:— 
but as gold cannot be weighed accurately in a false balance, 
nor the thistle down in a high wind, though the scale be 
ever so correct ;—he has discovered that the task of re- 
medying the evils produced by the PittSystemof Finance, 
is far beyond the power of figures. He musthave seen, 
in the course of iis parliamentary experience, that if he 
Were absolutely correct to mathematical demonstrations, 
the “imajor icy,” would only wait thenod of tie minister 
to dissolve all his propositions into “ thin air:”—and 
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he must feel that to give reason a chance of applying any 
effectual remedy to the national disease, the quacks must 
be got rid of, and the free ayency of the nation restored. 
His speech pleases me much more than his declaration 
that the greatest portion of the distress did 7o/ arise from 
taxation. Jt was manly, and explicit; and did net re- 
semble some speeches we have heard of, in which the 
great object was to say nothing which might not be 
unsaid when occasion should serve. It is worth pre- 
serving; and shall have what of durability | can give to 
atranscript. ‘ Mr. Ricardo declared there was not in 
“the rocm amore real friend to the cause of Reform 
“than he was He was a friend, not to a sham Reform 
“ buta REAL ONE, which would give THE PEO- 
PLE a majorily,and MORE THAN A MAJORITY, 
in the House of Commons. This desirable, and most 
necessary end, might still he thought, be obtained IN 
the House of Commons; noé, indeed, by any efforts 
of the members within doors, BUT BY THE EX- 
*ERTIONS OF THE PEOPLE WITHROUT—~ 
exerlions which would COMPEL ATTENTION, 
* and which MUST BE OBEYED. He fully agreed 
with Lord Nugent, that it was a silly question to ask 
the Reformer to put his finger on the page of history 
Which he deemed his model. His plain answer would 
always be, that the peoplehad A RIGHT to DEMAND 
“the BEST GOVERNMENT they could obtain in 
** their own times; and that if their ancestors had re- 
** frained from asking it, it was no reason why their 
** posterity should.” 

There is something cheering in this decisive language ; 
and if every Reformer would speak as plainly ; and, 
abanconing all compromise with usurpation, place the 
demand fur Reform upon the RIGHT of the people to 
freedom, we might speecily hopefor the happiest results. 
You remember the silly position of Mr. Justice Bailey, 
about the absence of historical proof in favour of the 
right of the people to a free and fu.l representation. 
His situation preserved him from the cutting reproofs, 
Which would have awaited him in any other place. It 
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s undoubtedly most ridiculous to enquire whether what 
‘s evidently advantageous, has before been in practice! 
Onthe same ground that this odd Constitutional Judge pre- 
tended to argue against Reform, he might have argued 
avail st every imp ovement in the arts, every discovery 
‘nthe sciences; and he might have sent a Newton to 
prison for perfecting the science of astronomy, as lend 
himself to the boroughmongers for the purpose of 
consigning to their dun: zeons those whe are endeavour- 
ing to ertect the science of legislation and government. 
Those who condemned Socates to death, had the same 
reason on their side; and it is by no neat unfair to con- 
clude that, if the Constitutional Judge had possessed a 
seat in the tribunal which condemned the wisest and 
most disinterested of the ancient sages, he would have 
concurred in the sentence pronounced against him. Al- 
most the very same speech he delivered against you, 
would have been as conclusive against the doctrine and 
conduct of Socrates! Like him, you had disinterestedly 
endeavoured to reclaim a profligate age. Like him you 
had reealled men to the principles of truth, and the ex- 
ercise of reason: a most dangerous innovation upon the 
established system of fraud built upon credulity. Like 
him, you had adhered to the truth, in defiance of all the 
cajolery, and all the threats of powers ; and, like him, 
you Were brought by unfair means before a partial 
iribunad, and ‘exposed to the sentence of Judges inte- 
rested in the system which you were endeavouring to 
reform. Happily for the world, the progress of informa- 
lion has abolished, in some degree, the wanton destruc- 
tion of life; or even you might have met with deata, 
for your virtuous endeavours to better the condition of 
your fellow-creatures, Hfewever, we may hope that 
the persecution of the Reformers will now cease, since 
Mr. Canning allows them to be honest ; though the far 
better security for them, is, that their numbers encrease 
so fast, that fresh courts must be erected to try. them, 
if that persecution is to be continued: and that would 
— avail, fur dungeons could not be built so fast .as 
é victims would encrease. Pleased, however, as one 
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must be with addresses that breathe of older and of man- 
lier times, we cannot but regret that such language is 
not used in the Borougimongers’ House. Perhaps, we 
shall not have to regret this much longer; and when the 
‘ exertions of the people without” are properly support- 
ed within the walls of St. Stephens, the contest will be 
speedily ended. The great mischief has been, when the 
people have answered to the call of their leaders, that 
the leaders have shruuk back as if afraid of the array 
which presented itself in their support! It was said of 
the French army, under the old system, that the officers 
would lead, if the men would follow ; and of the English, 
that the men would follow, if the officers would lead.— 
Whatever may have been the military truth of the ob- 
servation, it may be safely applied to the guestion of 
Reform. The PEOPLE are ready. It is only Ciose who 


should lead them, that shrink from their jess. \Vhen 
the nation slept, its apathy and @udéjc. 0 were the 
ready excuses of its “ vatural leaders acl when it 
awoke, it was left exposed to the bayoicts . 2 & sLaniiag 
army, and the legal persecutions of its opprcssors! Can 
we believe, Sir, that these times are posi: May we 


trust, that we shal! not again be deserted, woes we are 
again summoned to the field ? 

Mr. Hume, whose labours deserve the higuest praise, 
has also declared himself an advocate of Rapicat Re- 
FoRM—of a Reform which shall give the people a Para- 
MOUNT INFLUENCE in the House of Commons!  Inceed, 
it is astonishing to finda Commoner who can argue, 
that the representatives of the people should be in any 
way contaminated by the influence of the aristocracy, 
or of the adminisiration. We were threatened with the 
pains and penallies of high treason, for wWilnessing. an 
election of a legislatorial attorney, to advocate the right 
of the inhabitants of Birmingham to participate in the 
elective franchise. But what would have been said, if 
the inhabitants of Birmingham had elected a member of 
the House of Lords? Yet they had as much right te 
do that, as any boroughmonger lord has to depute a 
member of the House of Commons! If misdemeanors 
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wainst Lie people, could be as readily reached by the 
jaws as Offences against the borouglimongers, the prisons 
gould be far more crowded with lords and lordlings, than 
they have ever been with the friends of Reform: and when 
he people obtain a paramount influence in the House of 
Commons, this may probably be the case, if the people 
are not far more generous than their persecutors have 
heen. 

Dr. Lushington was equally intrepid, at this meeting. 
He “ reprobated in the strongest terms the conduct of 
“the dandest enterest, whom he described as basely de- 
“ serfing the cause of the people upon all occasions. He 
“confessed that in the present insiance, he could expect 
“nothing from their candour, as they were only influen- 
“ced by their fears. te be:ieved in his conscience that 
“REVOLUTION must PRECEDE reform ; he would cau- 
“tion every man to avoid that extremity ; but if ever 
“heshould have to choose between revolution ard des- 
“potism, he would take the FIRST!’ This is strong 
language. Bué it appears to me, that the learned gen- 
leman might perhaps defer his choice, until he has 
no choice left to him. If he wait until despotism reach 
hin, then he may never have any occasion to choose 
between them. But if the oppression of his fellow- 
countrymen touch him as nearly as if he were himself 
oppressed :—if he sees a despotic power at work to 
the injury of all who cannot éribe it to leave them 
luiujured—if, as Sir Francis Burdett observes, “ des- 
olism is the ruling principle which influenced the 
“conduet of government, in their foreign and do- 
“Inestic policy ;’?—has he not now to choose? Tam 
‘ie ef those who hold it decidedly wrong for any man to 
ulter language uvon political subjects, that heis not’ pre- 
pared to foldow in his political conduct. No desire of 
tomentary popularity, no wish to excite a burst of ap- 
plause from the listeners, no temptation to be renowned 
‘a fine phrase, should tempt a politician to speak be- 
yond the limits of what he intends to perform. Ata 
“ohvivial meetin, the feeling may expire with the effects 








am 


— 








sia THE BLACK DWAKP. 


of the exhilirating beverage ; but when such language j ig 
conveyed to the public without the accompaniment of 
wine and good cheer, ithasa tendency to stimulate feel. 
ings whichare not +9 "transcient in the bosoms of others. 
Hence arises the leading objection to combining dinner 
amusements with political business. A false value jis 
stamped upon unmeaning expressions ; and a false con- 
fidence is created, which suspends exertion when it js 
mest needed, upon an ungrounded reliance upon those 
who mean to do nothing. We will rather suppose this 
has been the case,than that it will beso now ; but because 
it has been so, let the people be careful not to relax in 
that energy and vigilance, which have created all this 
display of spirit; and which will create much more if 
they are not relaxed. No one has more indefatigably 
that yourself Jaboured to induce the people to look to 
principles, rather than to men; and to judge of public 
characters by what they do, and not what they say, This 
isthe only means of ever reducing principles to practice, 
and of leading from thought to action. 


1 Remain, 
Respected Nir, 
Yours, &ce.,, 


THE BLACK DWARF. 





TO CORRESPONDENT 
The “ Black Neb," is suspended for a few weeks, in consequence 
of the absence from town of the centiemaa Who sit perintends ike 


giles Liou, 
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ANSWER TO SOME ENQUIRIES RELATIVE 
TO THE PRESENT CONDITION OF THE 
HEALTH OF JOHN BULL. 





John Bull, it has been reported, is beginning to show 
symptoms of amendment; but we fear the poor fellow 
has no rational hopes of being much better under his pre- 
gent doctors. This doaring and borrowing, and jobbing 
symptoms have come to a criésts ; and a favourable turn 
of that complication of disorders may be expected. The 
South Sea Company decline having any thing to do with 
prescribing for his ailments ; which is a, good omen for 
him, for when the doctors give a man over before they 
have quite killed him, there is a slight chance of his re- 
covery. Poor John! His quack attendants begin now 
to acknowledge their mistake, though there is reason to 
helieve they were well enough aware of it long ago, only 
they deemed it more for their interest to keep him ill, 
than to cure him. But they are now afraid he should 
die in good earnest; and not liking to lose a good cus- 
tomer if they can help it, they have begun to administer 
strengthening medicines, and exhilirating cordials. Hi- 
therto they have contended that his disease was a pletho- 
ra—that he was too full of blood, too strong of consti- 
tution ; and in such very hearty health, that there were 
great fears of sudden death by apoplexy, if he weré not 
reduced by judicious bleeding to a proper degree of 
healthy convalescence. And in pursuance of this doc- 
trine, they applied all the state leeches to every part cf 
Vor. VIEL No. 22. 
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his body, where there was room io stick one on, and en- 
couraged them to suck hard, by cutting off their tails, sa 
that the “ life-blood” of poor John ran through them j ia 
a never-ending current into unseen reservoirs, in which 
embryo leeches were nursed up for future spplication, as 
fast as they could learn to suck, and as fast as any spare 
place could be found for their mouths, for there has long 
been no room to lay them on at full length. It was use- 
less for poor John to complain that the treatment was 
wrong, to say he was not plethoric, but consumptive. 
The doctors would have it, that the dztes of the leeches 
were evidences of the gross humours of his body, which 
required to be drawn out; and any outery on his part . 
was certain to produce the application of the strait waist- 
coat, and perhaps the handcuffs. If he attempted to re- 
monstrate, and to tell them he was growing weaker 
every day, the answer was—“ Poh! poh! you are quite 

“ mistaken —you know nothing about the matter—really 

, you must be quiet, or we must make you—do not oblige. 

‘ us to treat you as a lunatic—we know much better | 
- what you feel, than you do—the Tess you ean walk, 
‘< the stronger you will grow—the more blood we take 
i * from vou, the more you will have left; for if you had 

‘it not. we could not take it from you ;— and you see, 
‘ «though you have been grumbling so long, you have a 

‘ great deal left yet :—so hold ont: yourarm, anil be bled » 
- for the benefit of the body politic with a good grace; 
‘for the good of your soul and the benefit of the church, 
™ _ you must he bled in the other arm: and for the minor 

‘* complaints of pauperism and high rents, vou must be 
‘‘ cupped in every place where a drop of blood can be 
““ saved from the leeches!” So they went on cupping, 
leeching, bleeding, and purgins, until poor John was £9 
thin that he might have had a coffin made for hali the 
usual price, if he had been quite deal; and that was the 
only advantage he was likely to receive at the hands of 
all his physicians :—one of whom as good as said, on the 
accession of the Manchester fever, that it would be 4s 
well to kill him outright, and to go snacks with the 
undertaker in bis funeral. But it senma these goor, fart 
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of physicians had not quite secured his estate, about the 
conveyance of which there was some dispute. Some 
said it was mortgaged for more than its value—others 
that the incumbrances were not legal, not having been 
consented to by poor John, when in the possession of his 
senses; and as the bills are not paid, it has been deter- 
mined that more is tobe got by just keeping him half 
alive, than by putting him under ground; and the doc- 
tors have s‘ayed their practice, and taken off a few of 
their leeches, and left off some of their bleedings and 
purgings; and to his great comfort and consolation, to 
allow him a Zettle wholesome food. This is comparative 
happiness ; but as the object is not to cure him, but to 


keep him just alive, they are very careful not to remove | 


the leeches too fast, or to forego their bleedings to any 
great extent, lest John should grow too vigorous for 
them, and perhaps kick them out of doors. Nor will 
they agree that he has vet entirely recovered his senges, 
(which is pretty true) lest he should refuse to pay the 
enormous charges which are presented against his estate 
for keepers, of which he has anabsolute standing army ! 
Yet some relief has been obtained. Two young, but 
voracious admiralty, or amphibious leeches, have been 
brushed off, as well as a large old post-office 
lech, sadly against the will of the doctors, 
who contended that those very three leeches were of 
the greatest. benefit to his constitution; and stoutly 


swore that it would be impossible to do without either . 


ofthem! But they are gone; and John declares that, 
‘0 far from missing them, he is all the better for being 
teleased from their gripe; and he seems very anxious 
torub off as many more as he can, but the doctors pt- 
nion his hands, and tie his legs together, to prevent 


his indulging in such experiments. There are some few . 


who commiserate the condition of Poor John, who have 
been endeavouring to help him either to get rid of a class 
talled the Ambassador-leeches, or at least to prevent 
them from sucking so violently ; but one of the doctors, 
who was educated in the art of bleeding, at the Dublin 
College of political surgeons, swore he vould have 
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nothiag more to du With the patient, al these favourite 
leeches were disturbed. This was all bravado, on the 
part of this Irish empiric ; and those who heard him did 
not believe a single word he suid, abcut his determina- 
tion not to prescribe for John Bull aay further: for it is 
well known that, if all his leeches were plucked off, and 
thrown upon the dunghill, he would never quit his house 
while he got paid for his attendance, not even if his nos- 
trums were thrown out of doors, wilich is the greaiest 
insult you can offer to a quack! ‘This empiric was chary- 
ed with inconsistency in putting on some lecches, while 
he was aflecting to take off others ; and in particular with 
having fastened a voracious Grenville-/eech upon John’s 
posteriors, under the pretence of relieving him from 
some Swiss humours, which might break out if there 
were no leech to draw them gradually off! To this it 
was replied that a liétle leech used to be deemed suil- 
cient for that duty ; and that very often there had been 
09 leech at all on that part:—-but the quack impudently 
replied ‘‘ that Ae wanted a leech there——that there was 
“room for a leech there—aud that ne woudd havea 
‘leech there-—or by —— »- le would be oft himself :— 
‘that the leech was as good a leech as could be seen ; 
‘and if it did suck a little more than an ordinary leech 
‘would, it was so much the better for John Bull, for it 
‘was a proof that he could bear it.” A majority of 
the doctors agreed swith this reasoning: and as for the poor 
patient, he was not asked at all for his consent; the 
atoresaid drish quack declaring that for his part, “ he 
“ would never attend any patient who expected to be 
* consulled—that he would always do. what he though! 
‘proper; and that it was bis custom to treat all, sa lu- 
‘ natics whom he was called upon to. attend :”—a pro- 
position that may be true, seeing that none but /unatees 
could be expected to employ him, 1) 
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LETTERS OE THE BLACK DWRAF. 


————— = 


Frm the Black Dwarf ia Warwick Gaol, to the 
Yellow Bonze at Japan. 


el 


MINISTERIAL CAJOLERY OF THE PEOPLE-——DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN ORDINARY PEOPLE AND GREAT FOLKS. 


Respected Yellow Friend, 


It is but four months since the ministers 
oTave.y told these Islanders, thata remission of thetaxes 
would be absolutely rue to the country; and that to 
think of it was the most preposterous of all preposterous 
things. The taxes, though Castlereagh has admitted the 
were not such “ big blessings,” as Justice Bailey had de- 
clared, were yet mantained to be thevery sinews of the 
national faith, and the national existence, and I know 
not what. ‘They were to be maintained at all hazards ; 
and when a reduction of one third of the Salt was tax pro- 
posed'by Mr. Calcraft, the ministerssolemnly declared that 
without that very one-third of that very tax, it would 
be impossible to maintain the credit of the government. 
That “* cackling company,” the landed interest, (who are 


as easily taken with ministerial promises as Turkeys 


are induced to follow a red rag) were so frightened lest 
they should lose the Trish Secretary, and his friends, and 
beleft to manage matters for themselves, that they would 
have given him the property-fax, to remain in office 
rather than run any risk of displeasing him, by taking 
away this one third of the Sudt-tax! Yet now, having 
received some intelligible hints from other quarters, that 
ifthe taxes were not repealed, they would not long be 
paid—these same ministers have suddenly discovered 
not only that one third of the Salt tax can be spared, 
but that thirteen shillings per bushel out of fifteen can 
€ given up:—that the deather tax can also be reduced 
rom £610,000 to £300,000 ;—that the tonnage duty 


f £150,000 can also be spared ;—that thelrish hearth 
You. VIN. No, 22. 
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and window taxes, to the amount of £250,000 can be re- 
mitted :—which with the 1,300,0001. remitted of the 
Salt-tax will make a total remission of TWO MIL- 
LIONS—though not a single farthing could be dispensed 
w:th at the commencement of thesession, be yond the re- 
duction of the! one shilling per bushel upon malt; and it 
was even said that a new properly tax must be laid on 
to make up that deficiency ; Whatdo the country gen- 
tleman, the landed interest, think of the ministry? All 
these reductions might with the same ease have been 
efiected five years ago! So they are convicted upon their 
own evidence that their imposition of three millions of 
taxes since the conclusion of peace, was an unnecassary 
spoiling of the people! Thearmy might have been re- 
duced to its present scale five years ago ; and even now 
may be reduced much lower. In every other depart. 
ment, the same argument applies :—and the scheme of 
pensioning off the annuitants, would have been equally 
appropriate five years ago, asat present. The only s0- 
lution of the maintenance of taxation on the one hand, 
andits remission on the other, is to be found in the prin- 
ciple that a Boroughmonger ministry will get all that 
it can, and spend all that it can get. If the pro- 
perty tax had never been abolished, the money 
would have been all spent ; nor would the ministry have 
ever wanted an excuse for keeping up their establish- 
ments, while they could have obtained the means 
of defraying the expence. And if the people had not 
now “ clamoured,” as it is called, for a reduction of 
taxation, these reductions had not been thought of. 
These considerations bring us to another, and an equally 
correct conclusion; namely, that if the ministers were 
COMPELLED to make a retrenchment of FIVE MILLIONS 
FURTHER, they could do so with as much ease, though 
it would, of course, be additionally disagreeable. They 
are now driven to reduce the taxation, from a convic- 
tion that the people could not have borne it much longer. 
They dreaded the encreasing demand for reform among 
the agriculturists. They feared the cry that is falsing 
againat fhe tythe-system, in the present distress of the 
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farmers, might lead to a more minute examination 
into its legality, than the imposition could bear:— 
and they have suddenly adopted the principle of reduc- 
tion; thinking by throwing back a million or two in the 
shape of a sop to the nation, that it will cease barking, 
and suffer them to go on in their old way. This is no 
bad contrivance; but matters have gone too far, for 
it to have the intended effect. The burthens are grown 
too heavy to be carried at all; and reducing them a 
little will not reconcile the bearers to their labour. A 
sincere desire of retrenchment would have been mani- 
fested in striking off every expence which could be shewn 
to be unnecessary; in a revision of all salaries ;—in the 
reduction of the civil list one-half;—in the application 
of the droits of the admiralty to the service of the nation, 
to which they undoubtedly of right belong, instead of 
being left as a fund for the pocket-money of the royal 
family ;—and in the employment of the sinking fund to 
the immediate and absolute reduction of the taxation. 
By this means, a dimunition of seven millions more might 
have been easily effected; and by a tax upon all real 
property, including the funds, a farther reduction of 
nearly all those taxes which press exclusively upon the 
sreat body of the people might have been obtained. But 
this would be a financial revolution, and remove the 
burthen of taxation from the shoulders of the people, 
to place it on the accumulated wealth of the few; and 
the system which has been devised to produce the accu- 
mulation stands in direct opposition to a reduction of 
taxation, If the country were governed at one half the 
expence, it would so far reduce the value of situations 
to those who govern; and the parties governing are not 
likely to do this. If the tythes were reduced one half, 
there would not be the less religion ; but the dignitaries 
of the Church would be poorer. The Archbishops of 
York and Canterbury would do quite as much good tothe 
country, upcn a quarter of the emoluments, as they do 
at present; but they would be able to do less for their 
families ; and therefore they will not vote for any reduc- 
tton of their profits. When aman has to estimate the 
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value of his own services, he does not look at what he 
deserves, but what he wants :—and when his wishes 
regulate the price of his falenés, it is easy to conceive 
that he will ask ten talents for services that are not worth 
one! But when the same parties who estimate their 
own wants so highly have to estimate the wants of 
others, they sink the scale low enough in all conscience 
A labouring man they think abundantly provided fur, 
with their family into the bargain, with eight or tine 
shillings per weck ;—and_ I perceive that a sum of £590 
remitted to Tralee in Ireland, has been divided at the 
rate of £2 VWs. between every thousand souls! which is 
notone penny each; to divide not amongst rich placemen, 
who could do without it, but amongst eg creatures 
who are actually dying of famine, It is set down as a 
principle in these instances of distress among the 
** lower orders” that government ought vot to inter- 
Sere, and it has been boasted by Lord Liverpool, a very 
pious man, that in some case of distress in Spitaliields, 


the zovernment did not enterfere! Private charity 1 ig 
to do ev ery thing for ns poor—and if it wi | not do, why 
they must wa't for “ the healing hand of time!’ But 


when the cistress of hard times and a large family, 
weighed upon his late Majesty ;—when the ministers and 
the judges, found their salaries affected by the hagh 
prices, though their own measures had produced them 
—then the government could interfere and raise their 
wages in proportion to the increase in the value of all 
commoiities! And recently, a very pathetic appeal, 
Which would have obtained a hall-crown fromany bene- 
volent chureh-warden, Was made by Mr. Canning, in 
behalf of a fellow placeman, who had his salary encreased 
on acccunl of a la ge heme cf chilaren, and “ the exe 
66 pectat ion of having another a¢ded to it every | aa Ly. 

3ut, of course, there is a diflerence between the breed of 
genilemen in place, and such ordinary Jenn as po- 
tatoe diggers in Irei land, and the raceof Radicals in Eng- 
laud ; though ! own itis incomprehensible to me, while 
fifty ‘shillin: vs can be an acceptable boon to a thousand 


people, how many thousands of pounds can be lavished 
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by a nation upon any one man! But there are many 
things in this country past my comprehension ; and 
when thou shalt arrive, we will endeavour together to 
unravel them. 
Thy friend and well-wisher, 
THE BLACK DWARF. 


P.S. The “rights of property,” is a favorite subject 
in this country :—and it would be a very proper intro- 
duction to “ good company” here, if thou wouldst com- 
pose a treatise to prove that p: overty is the property of 
the “ Jower orders,” and that any attempt to deprive 
ther of it, by bettering their condition, is an unpardona- 
ble attack upon their rights. Anappendix, shewing that 
what the rich eand, the poor ought to give them, would 
be an additional recommendation ; and a few notes to 
prove that what is given to the Chureh is lent to the Lord, 
and will be repaid in the next world, will be highly ac- 
— 
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CLE ANSING OF THE MAGISTRACY OF 
SOMERSETSHIRE. 
—--OoO-— 


‘ Take him away.” —Dr. Colston 


———- ees 7 


The triumph of Mr. Hunt, at Iichester, over his das- 
tardly but formidable opponents have been rendered still 
more complete by the dismissal of sevin of his persecu- 
lors in the Magistracy. The Marquis of Bath has sig- 
— to these worthy coadjutors of Bridle, that their 
services Will in future be dispensed with. The circum- 
stances were so atrocious, the exposre was so complete, 
that it was hardly possible for any power to protect them. 
While they remained in the Magistracy, they could only 
disgrace it, and hold up the constant image of their own 
worthlessness. They could benefit no cause ; and could 
only encrease the odium of that to which they belonged, 
by remaining in office; and the ministry probably eX- 
pected they would take the hints thrown out on all sides. 
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and resign. But this they had not discretion enough te 
do; and therefore they waited to be formally “ kicked 
out of the situations they were so unworthy to fill, 
Three clergymen have been thus turned out of the 
Magistracy ; the notorious Dr. Colston, that thing, the 
younger Thring; and a third whose name we forget :— 
with four country squires, namely Phelips, the Chair- 
man of the Sessions, Old Thring, Quantock,and Moody. 
This result is glorious; but justice is not yet satisfied in 
this case. It is not enough to prevent offenders from 
doing any further mischief; and it is to be hoped that 
Alderman Wood, Mr. Bennett, and other spirited mem- 
bers of the legislature will not omit to demand justice 
upon them, for their patronage of Bridle, and his atrocities ; 
and for their own wanton torture of a prisoner not com- 
mitted to their custody, but to the keeping of the sheriff. 
Mr. Secretary Peel, in order to avoid any further en- 
quiry into the conduct of these magistrates, said he had 
** signified directions to the Attorney General for the 
prosecution of Bridle; and that any discussion on the 
conduct of the Magistrates mght interfere with such 
prosecution to the prejudice of Bridle. The phrase of 
signifying directions is an odd one; and reminds us of 
the conduct of Sir Samuel Shepherd, when Attorney 
General, in our own case. When he was baffled in his 
prosecution, and found himself in a dilemma in which he 
could take no step either forward, or backward, without 
being exposed to ridicule, he stood still; and when a 
petition to the Elouse of Commons was presented, 
against his detaining us in prison, hesaid he had ségnified 
his wish to the Solicitor of the Treasury that we should 
be liberated; but when the Solicitor was applied to, he 
said he had understood nothing of the signification ; and 
that it was necessary the Attorney General should speak 
plainly, before he could act in the business. It seemed, 
therefore, necessary to enquire whether the Attorney 
General had understood these “ signified directions, 
and what steps he had taken upon them:—for this public 
signification in theHouse of Commons would naturally 
pul Bridle upon his guard ; and it may not he so easy t6 
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find him when the prosecution should proceed. We 
“have not heard that he is in custody ; and we are not 
inclined to believe, that ke will put himself in the way 
of any prosecution: and having boasted of Lord Sid- 
moutl,’s patronage, he may also retire from public life, 
and, with his Lordship, enjoy his gains in “ elegant re- 
“ nose!” But it requires some explanation, why Bridle 
and the Ex-Magistrates were not included in the sime 
bill of indictment ? At first, it was hoped that Bridle 
might do for the general seape-goat, and be sent into 
the wilderness with all the sins of the Magistrates upon 
his head. This cunning scheme of the Magis‘rates, to 
sive themselves harmless, failed, from the unparalleled 
atrocity of the abuses ; and now seven of them are sent 
to follow their intended scape-goat. But these seven, 
bad as they were, were not all the culprits. There is 
that precious gentleman, Mr. Dickenson, the head-piece 
and mouth-piece of the last conspiracy against the com- 
fort of Mr. Hunt, who went himself to Mr. Justice Best 
to obtain his signature to regulations of which even the 
Ministry were ashamed ; and which have been abolished 
by the general indignation of the country. Why are not 
the services of this Mr. Dickenson dispensed with ?— 
What reason can be given for dismissing his tools, and 
retaining himself? Was he not a party to all the abuses, 
and the frontless defender of them in the House of Com- 
mons? Is he not implicated in all the neglect which 
produced the atrocities ? Why should he, then, be spar- 
ed? Why does not the Lord Lieutenant send him a 
magisterial quietus? To be sure, he is a Member of 
Parliament ; and his vote may be serviceable to the Mi- 
nistry: and there are many instances on record, of par- 
liamentary services screening all sort of delinquents.— 
But are we to understand, tat this is the safeguard be-: 
hind which he shelters himself! Will he confess, that 
he has no better security for his magisterial authcrity, 
than his parliamentary-votes? Ifso, we may congratu- 
late the county of Somerset, that it is nut likely to be 
plagued with him in any capacity much longer; for if 
there be one spark of English spirit in the county, it will 
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be roused to prevent any further return of such a map 
as its representative! There is another gentleman who 
should not be forgotten, Sir Thomas Lethbr ridge; who 
has fought the battles of the Magistrates through thick 
and thin, in the House of Commons! How must he 
feel at ie treatment of his freends ? He ought to chal- 
lenge the Lord Lieutenant, for thus giving the lie direct 
to all his assertions in their favour! ! Indeed, he should 
call out the whole Administration on the same grounds ; 

for he has pledged Ais honour, that the Magistrates were 
the best of all good creatures, that their conduct was per- 
fectly proper, ‘and even meritorious : and as the direc- 
tions for their being “ kickea out,” must have proceeded 
from the Cadinet, it is as much as to say, “ Really, Sir 
“* Thomas, we cannot believe one word you say in their 
“¢ favour ; and though they pretend to have served us in 
- _ business, it is so abominable, that out they must 
‘ ; for bad as the public think of us already, we can- 
am ‘afford to bear the odium w hich you and your friends 
“ have thrown upon us, inthis matter. Indeed, Sir Thomas, 
we cannot take your word ?” What will Sir Thomas do? 
He has already quarrelled with the Ministry about the Corn 
Bill, and with the whole race of political economists, be- 
cause he does not understand them! Poor fellow! He had 
better resign, while it is in his power ; or else, like his 
brother magistrates, he may receive his quietus both 
from the county, and the Lord Lieutenant. Tf an election 
were to take place in the autumn, these two worthy 
county members wouli be in a sad condition. They 
would hardly venture to present themselv es on the hust- 
ings before ‘the freeholders, after iheir iate proceedings 
in the case of the Bastile; and, though a septennial par- 
liament gives them the advantage ofa few sessions more, 
we trust the scenes that have been exposed at Hchester, 
will not be eflaced from the memory of the freeholders, 
when they are again called upon to exercise the elective 
franchise. The spirit that has been roused, we hope, 
will be kept up ; and we may then have to congratulate 
the country at lare ge up on the benefit to the cause of re- 
form arising out of an attempt, we may almost say to 
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destroy a reformer! Jn the proud superiority with 
which Mr. Hunt looks down upon these despicable tools 
of the tory faction in Sommersetshire, he l:as reason to 
rejoice that the motion for his liberation was rejected ; for 
to conquer them, and scorn them, while in their dungeon, 
must be infinitely more satisfactory, than to have beat 
them on equal terms, and with theadvantage of personal 
liberty. Sir F. Burdett, after adverting at the Crown and 
Anchor Meeting, in just terms of approbation, of the 
services of Mr. Hunt to the public, as entitling him to 
public remuneration, “hoped ie would still appeal to 
“parliament to be reimbursed, at least for the penalties 
“ which had been so cruelly imposed upon him,for doing 
“what was actually a benefit te the public, and espe- 
“cially to the agricultural pat of it, in the roasting of 
“ orain for breaktast powder.” Any appeal, however, to 
the parliament, would be u'tcrly useless in such a case, 
unless the opposition and the /anded interest, would see 
the laws supported. The penalties have been extorted 
rom him against the law, as the law now stands. If 
an individual can be plundered against law, the best 
laws are of no avail, and the worst cannot add to the 
inischief of oppression and pillage. Nothing but an 
arbitrary and despotic determination orizinating,either in 
flection for the revenue, or in hatred of Mr. Hunt (and 
others), could have construed the open sale of roasted 


English grain, into the fraudulent manufacture of an imi- 


lation of coffee to injure the revenue, by imposing upon 


the consumer ; and it was the business of all to assist him 


relusing to pay, what taere existed no legal power to 
temard, 





IE NN EEE OS RAO TT RPI SE CINE CETTE EI LIST Ta aS RT HE 


ANTICIPATED DISSOLUTION OF THE BRIDGE 
STREET GANG. 





_ That public nuisance, aud insult to common sense, the 
Undge-street Den of Conspirators against the Press, which was 
established and maintained by the subscriptions of silly noo- 
Wes, and cunning, knaves, is om its last legs; and, if it be 
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not entirely abolished, the snake is scotched so deeply, as ta 
have but little chance of doing any further mischief. As a 
disgrace to the age, the subscribers may now be ashamed of 
their conduct; the more especially, as much of their mone 

has fallen into the hands of political , who will only 
be able to render an account of one solitary individual, en- 
trapped by perjury and conspiracy into the snares of vindictive 
law, in return for the expenditure of some thousands of money 
raised under false pretences. That such an infamous combi- 
nationshould long continue to insult the courts of law with 
their malevolent prosecutions, was not in the nature of things; 
but with so many Peers and Peeresses; Bishops and Bi- 
shop’s Ladies; Deans, Prebends, and Parsons of all sorts; 
Lords, Lordlings, Military Blockheads, and Civil Toad- 
eaters, at the backs of Sharpe and Murray, the Den may yet 
be kept open afew months longer. Whether the things who 
projected the political swindle, have filled their pockets full 
enough, or whether the dupes refuse to advance anything more, 
we cannot determine ; but the “re spectable” Den in Bridge- 
street has been abandoned in part; and the tail and claws, and 
brazen head of the Gang, have taken refuge at Mr. Alderman 
Atkin’s private house, as may be seen from the following offi- 
cial document: — 





‘* 10, Bridge-street, March 13, 1822. 
‘© Sin, —You are requested to attend a meeting of the Commtt- 
tee of Accounts, on Thursday, the 16th instant, at 12 o’clock pre- 
cisely, at Mr. Alderman Atkin’s, No. 7, Walbrook. 
“CHAS, MURRAY, Hon. Sec.” 


A Morning Paper, after likening their conflicts to that of 
the cats in the story, who fought so furiously. that only the 
head of one ef them was left, with a piece of the tail of 
another in its mouth, says, “ among their agents, the notorious 
Sharp is missing! He is a part of one of the cats that has 
vanished. Some of the clerks, also, have been cashiered. 
Those who remember the “ burning lie,” which “ blazing 
“ Jack” (as Alderman Atkin’s was popularly called) hatched 
about setting fire to the City of London, will doubtless agree, 
that he has strong claims to personate the head of the conquer- 
ing srimalkin on this cccasion ; and we suppose Mr. Murray 
must be the piece of the cat’s tail that is not yet quite gobbled 
up. As for Sharpe, whether he remains hid in the Alderman § 
belly, or whether he is finally deposited in one of the common 
sewers, is not a matter of much moment ; but his alleged disap: 
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yarance reminds us of a conversation we once overheard in 
Cheapside, to the following effect :— 

“So, our old friend has got into a good birth, at last, just 
to his liking— fingering the money, and all that. 

“ Aye, aye, that he has. He is quite at home—full of 
money—paying off debts, and dashing in high style 

“ But how long do you think it will last? 

« Last? Why, just as long as any thing can be got Now, 
how do you think the Society will be broken up? 

“Nay, how should I guess? The public Press is playing 
the devil with it; but I dare say the ———— of ——— will 
support them through thick and thin ? 

“Aye, that they will; but I’ll tell you for all that, exactly 
how the swindle will break up. 

“ Well, do then, let us have it. 

“ Slop will charge much for his advertisements, and more for 
his secret services, in lying and puffing paragraphs :—Murray 
will swell out his bills, till his own conscience bid him stop ; 
—and our friend, , will be upon the look out for a full 
thae of the good things. When there is little money in hand, 
and long bills to pay, he will be ofl, with his own share, and 
leave the Knight of the Slop Pail to settle the accounts with the 
Devil upon one stick !” 

How far this prophecy may lave been fulfilled already, we 
know not; but we do know, from all their actions, that the 
‘ole object of these worthies was to fill their pockets; and that 
they were actuated by no other than mercenary motives, in 
their mendicant solicitations for subscriptions. Of their moral 
ind religious characters, some estimate may be formed from 
the conduct of the spy, Horatio Orton, as detailed in the fol- 
lowing letter of Mr. ex-Sheriff Parkins : 


“Sir, 

‘Itappears that an article inserted in your paper (The 
Times) of the 17th instant, accompanied by a copy of a circulzr 
Notice, has given deadly offence to the men forming a Secret Com- 
miltee of the Bridge-Street Gang, who have a long time impu- 
dently stiled themselves * Constitutional Association,” inviting 





them to meet at the house of Alderman Atkins, to take into 
consideration the ruined state of their finances, which 1 have this 
morning been informed, have long been exhausted, not only by 
the heavy law charges of their attorney, but by great defalcation 
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accounted for under the head of secret service money, expended tg 
gratify the noodles, whom they have diddled out of their mo- 
ney, by raising to notice, instead of putting down, several vb. 
scure individuals ; in addition to which there is a very heavy sum 
to the celebrated Dr. Slop, for his patriotic productions, in pub- 
‘ishing their proceedings tn his paper, of which many handred 
copies have been despatched to their correspondents gratis. You 
will be surprised to hear, that I was nearly loosing my eye-sizht 
by an attack of a fellow, whom Lunderstand it can be proved to 
be no lessa person than the celebrated Horatio Orton, who called 
at my office-door about eleven o'clock yesterday, and sent a 
message by my servant, that he wished to speak to mes and on 
my going to the door toask his business, he pulled outastick, which 
he had carefully concealed, from under his coat, and taking the 
advantage of the servant standing between us, struck me on the 
head and face, and pushed the stick so as to endanger my eye. 
sight, and inflicted not less than ten bleeding wounds. Before I 
could defend myself against this unexpected ruffian, two dogs 
seized me, the one by the calf of the leg, and the other on the 
back part of the thigh, and held me some time, during which this 
audacious feliow used his stick with great violence over my face 
and head, which was uncovered, and then attempted to make 
his escape, but having extricated myself from the grasp of the 
dogs, I soon settled Orton’s account; indeed, so much was the 
wretched fellow beaten, that I was compelled to raise him by his 
taltered garments; after which, I understand, Mr. Sharpe, 
with others, his confederates from the regions below, conveyed 
him to Walbrook, the seat of their worthy treasurer; from 
which, on a future day, I hope to start him, and make him 
render an account, not before the Constitutional Association, but 
before the constitutional tribunal of his couury. You willalso be 
surprised to hear, that I have sustained this serious injury from 
the gang under the belief that I had sent you the circular letter 
before alluded to, but which you know, to use the late Lord 
Ellenborough’s emphatic expression, is, ‘as false as hell,” As! 
have no doubt the wretched remains’ of these cats (which deno 
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mination they justly merit) will make a mewing about this matter 
inthe Slop Pail of to-morrow, | think it right to give you the par- 
ticulars, and leave it for the present for you to dispose of as you 


may think proper. | 
‘«T am, Sir, 


‘* Your obedient Servant, 


“J. W. PARKINS. 
“10, Bridge-street, 19th May, 1822.” 


One cannot sufficiently admire this exploit of Squire Orton, 
who is the Aead servant of this moral and religious establish- 
ment, as a commentary upon the public creed of his masters, 
Murray, Slop, and Sharpe :—and ail the clerical subscribers, it 
is hoped, will enter into a second subscription to reward him 
for his courageous zeal in defence cf the interests of their gang: 
—which, as a fourth estate of the realm, ought to be treated 
with more respect than to have its secret meetings niade 
public ; and the misapplication of its funds made the object of 
public enquiry. Ifthe sabseribers had one spark of public 
spirit, or political honesty, amongst them, they would calla ge- 
veral meeting, and demand an explanation of ‘the mode in which 
the money out of which they have been gulled has been ex- 
pended. Thousands have been raised by the false pretences of 
the leaders of the gang. And nothing has been done, which 
might not have been effected for Jess than one hundred pounds. 
What has become of the rest? How much has Mr. Murray 
charged? What has he profitted by the society? Is it true 
that a thousand pounds will not defray his bills? How much 
has Mr, Sharpe had? What are Dr. Slop’s gains? Aud how 
much is owing to him? Ifno one besides Slop, Murray, and 
Sharpe, have profitied by their folly, perhaps the subscribers 
way think it is not the most creditable thing in the world, to 
have their brains sucked. or their pockets ‘drained, to supply 
the want of clients to a hungry attorney—the want of busi- 
hess Jd something more desirable in a baukrupt tradesman 


“and ihe want of honester emolument to a renegade polit: 
clan j 
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TO THE EDITOR. 


Birmingham, May 15th, 1899, 

Mr. Epiror, 

‘ Twopenny Trash,’ that was so plentifully sown in the 
broadcast way, is now producing Radicalism in such abundance, 
as | fear may scare a sapient Minister of State ; since it must ine- 
vitably cause extreme distress to all who have the ostrich-stomachs 
of insatiable Boroughmongers. The power of digestion in some 
of the taxeaters, is really wonderful. They can produce you men, 
of ordinary form and size to look at, who, however, internally 
must be all stomach, as they can swallow a sinecure for breakfast, 
and auditorship for dinner, and a heavy pension (like that of 
Sid’s) fer supper. 

Among these swallowers, are several in the class of wealthy 
county members, whose great influence insures them 4 seat in 
Parliament ; and who are those independent country gentlemen, 
whose support of Ministers is so honourable. These gentry, in- 
deed, are not in the habit of boasting how much they swallow, 
and their most substantial meal is always taken behind a curtain, 
where, however, they can gulp down and digest the patronage 
of an entire county. 

I have been led, Sir, into these reflections, on reading an account 
of the late county meeting in Norfolk ; from which it should seem 
as if Radicalism had gained no small ground, since even Mr. 
Wodehouse, a county member, appears to be considering if, after 
all, it be not the right course. The subject being rather uew fo 
him, he very properly pauses over it: ‘He will not deny that 
some amendment is wanting ;? but he is ‘ not, therefore, prepared 
to go upon a rash crusade,’ nor to start at all, ‘ until he knows 
the length he is required to go.’ Can any thing be more proper ’ 
As he admits that ‘ amendment is wanting,’ and only wails, for 
acting his part, * until he knows how far’ it is right to go We 
onght to conclude, that he will be thankful for information 02 
that point, 
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Let me begin, therefore, with setting the gentleman right, re- 
pecting his mistake, that it is ‘the constitution’ which needs 
‘amendment.’ No: the constitution is exactly what it was many 
hundred years ago ; but it is the conduct of those who violate it, 
that needs amendment; and neither more nor less of it, than the 
Radical Reformers propose. 

Mr, Wodehouse observed that the meeting ‘appeared to be 
going pretty near to universal suffrage.’ Now, then, what has 
he to do, but to inquire if whether, agreeably net to the prac- 
tice of violaters, not tothe statutes which they have enacted, but 
to the constitution itself, universal suff:age be, or be not, in strict 
accordance with its principles?) No man shall be tared without be- 
ing represented? ‘the lawfulness of punishing criminals stands 
on this foundation, that the law by which they suffer was made 
by their own consent If these principles be true, and agreeable 
tv justice, then universal suffrage must be part of the constitu- 
tion. 

Mr. Wodehouse can see as clearly as any radical, the monstrous 
violation of the constitution, by which your Tierneys and your 
Scarletts, your Macintoshes and your Broughams, all lawyers are 
seated by Peers in the assembly which is still called the House of 
Commons, although a more appropriate title would perhaps be, 
the lower House of Lords. And, seeing this, he need not wonder 
when he hears the nonsense of “ a constitution as by law establish- 
ed.” 

Be all this as it may; Radicalism is at length come into play, 
and will of course in due time fulfil the purposes of its nature, 
by eradicating corruption and usurpation. And Mr. Wodehouse 
may find encouragement in his good disposition towards neces- 
sary ‘*amendinent” in’the conduct of the Regency of Mexico, 
who, by proclamation, have ordered that ALL men of that 
state, whether of Spanish extraction, or ‘ Indians,’ be hitherto 
it bondage, or even * Africans,’ who until now have been slaves, 
bought and sold, as sheep or cattle, are without exception, free 
citizens, with equal political rights, and eligible to all trusts, accor- 
ding te personal merit. 
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Since those Roman Catholic Radicals of Mexico, following the 
examples of the Roman Catholic Radicals of Spain, Portugal, and 
japles, have all laid the foundations of the representative parts 
of their Governmeuts in the equality taught in the Gospel of 
Christ, by the introduction of universal suffrage, possibly that 
fact may in time reconcile our Protestant Archbishops and Bie 
shops, our Rectors and Vicars, to a like respect for that gospel ; 
and our pious Liverpools and Vansittarts, our conscientious Fl. 
dons, and Bathursts, our Peels and Wilberforces, tegether with 
our Bible Societies, and associations for the extension of Christian 
knowledze, but more especially christian piely, humility and bene 
volence, will, in good time, become converts to the doctrine of Chris. 
tian equalily! and, consequently, in their political capacity, the 
advocates of universal suffrage. 

THOMAS TWOPENNY. 





TRIUMPH OF MR, HUNT. 


es 


We have just seen a fetter from Mr. Hunt, which conveys the 
very agreeable inteliigence, that seven of the Visiling Magis- 
trates of the County ef Somerset have received their quietus, Hla 
letter from the Lord Lieutenant of the County, to. say, that their 
services will be dispensed with in future. Awongst the number 
are (hree parsons, Colston, Thring, and Whaley ; sand four Esquires, 
amongst these is John Phe lips, the Chairman of the Quarter 
Sessions; this has created a consternation, equal to that of an 

earthquake. Thus has the imprisonment of this gentleman, with 
all its evil, been productive of much good; * deeds done in dark- 
ness,” have been by him brought to light ; horrible crueities, 
have by him been exposed; the captive has been by the 
captive set free; a Gaoler has been discharged; and, to crowa 
all, seven of bis powerful abettors have to share his fate, with a 
host of miner dastards in their train: the gaol is to be pulled dowa, 
and a rew one built. Surely, if any thine would operate upon 
the enemies of Mr. Hunt, this must, shew them how impotent 
must be their malicious ‘sla indir s how futile their opposition, to 
one whose very soul centres ip thehapp ness of his fellow.citiZen*s 
and who has the energy, under all disadvantages, to root gut 
the oppressor from his strong held; to drag hin forth, And expose 
him to the gaze of an indignant public.—Manenester Observer, 
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